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\ SERMON, 


BY MATTHEW H. BONE, MODERATOR 
I El OF THE GENERAL ASS 
>-RESPOD v( ‘ LY’S ( | | 
It , 
Lt ANON Oh ) [ q 7 
l. H. Bone 
We, the undersigned were appointed a Committee t est | 
{f you a copy ot your Sermon, delivered at the opening of tl 
Assembly, for publication in the ‘Theological Medium VN her 
fore request you, in behalf of the General Assembly, to place in « 


hands, at your earliest convenience, a copy of that Serm 


special object above named. 

Your brethren in Christ, 
ELAM McCOR 
G. W. MITCHELL 
BARNET MILLER 


Committers 





tev. Messrs. Elam Mc G. W. Mitchell and B. Miller: 


Dear Breturen: I would be doing injustice to the feelings of my 


| »wn heart were I to suppress the sense of gratitude I feel both to- 
ward you and the Assembly, for the kind respect which you have ren- 
| ) 


dered me in asking a copy of my sermon, delivered at the opening 
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of this Assembly. 
Should you and the 
‘\Miedium’’ would, inany degree, subserve 


I herewith sul 
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ti 
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| | 
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t 
vi 
exXa { I 
1) 
t Ss ¢ } ( 
Christ ! nl nt 
Is ¢ rt ( ( 
belor ul Lhnrone Ol f \ nly ray 
ened ul tal I i mcome. 
ing meli in the present invest stion 

I. Spe of the kingdom of God or of 

i 

constituents and prominent characteristi 


II. Of what we are to understand by tl 


If]. Of some thiugs which may be re 


’ 


ers as helps to the coming of the kingdot 


lst, then, the kingdom named in the 


, ’ ‘ , 
col \ 
t f 
{ re ch 
¢ 
{ 
’ 
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enight- 
\ ( f We 
( ' 
( t, me me ol its 
e col I noe m 
ed as h nees and oth- 


text, we remark, is variously 


mentioned in the Bible under the name and style of the kingdom of 


Heaven, or of God, or of Jesus Christ. 


Three things are regarded as 


essential in constituting any kingdom, viz: Ist, a king; 2dly, Law; 
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le with the general 


ne to his human nature 





ouvernment 
upon purely moral 
nny time included, e\ his itself crows out of moral 
intended to ultimate in moral rectitude. The whole wo 
properly denominated the revealed law of God—the Jewish ritual es- 
necially, and more especially the. Decelogue or ten commandments 


The New Testament is an exposition aad developement of the grand 


expedient of mercy, through which law-condemne d sinners may be 


brought up again to a level with the nature and requirements of the 
moral law; and, partaking of the nature of a covenant and being 
presented as such, it admits of positive conditions, only as tests of the 
fidelity and royalty of those to whom the covenant is proposed, as to 


their acknowledgements of the rights of moral government to ther 











some provisi 
» become naturalized or indu 

rovernment. So in the | nedon 
r must fix those terms himself. So Jesus Christ has 
ns of introduction into his spiritual kingdom, and 
ls them in his gospel. These terms are positive in their nature 
and addressed to the wil! of intelligent men, whom God, in the econ- 
omy of his grace, has constituted capable of complying with them.— 
The terms being of a positive character, that act which accepts those 
terms cannot be regarded as a moral act, though the act of a moral 
agent. The terms of the gospel are repentance toward God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. Upon complying with these terms, all the 
blessings of the kingdom are promised. Therefore, we cannot, by any 
possible method of reasoning, give a moral quality to that act which 
is made the condition of those blessings. The mind of the sinner is 
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enlightened and the moral sense quickened, but the moral nature is 


not changed until the condition is complied with. Hence, that man 
whose moral nature is not changed cannot be the subject of a good 
moralact. God would not require it, for the sinner could not do it 


Then it follows that compliance with the condityons of th rospel 
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spei—tney git, therelore, to do it. bhis obigation to Go it, wil 
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forever dé ( iny meritin them who obey, and torever iorm the 


ground of condemnation to them who will not obey, because moral 


itht and suasion are common to all, aflording an occasion to all by 


which they might and ought to obey the gospel 


These terms, I remark in the next place, are adapted to the nature 


of the provisions of the gospel. 


For, as those provisions are of a gra- 
cious character, they could not be received on any other terms than 
by faith. All systems by which men would resolve the conditions of 
the gospel into mere physical and ceremonial acts must be regarded 
forever as inappropriate and unadapted to a gracious dispensation.— 


Again, these terms comport with the nature of the provisions of grace 























in this respect, that, as thos provisions are not on y gracious, 
free for all mankind, so the terms are suited to all mankind in every 
possible condition and circumstance And as God our Saviour we 
have ail men to be save ] has he ynted the conditions of sa 
vation suiled to all. The comport with the nature of the provi 
£10 

But, in the next | ( ese terms ¢ rt \ h th 
ture and cr tion 1 they I 

Ist. As man ’ rh from 

of As ma 
n t ( ! ‘ 3 
| ‘ mer 
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i j ! in t 
f L J ( 
I] tu n iora ( I } iW 
Itis1 t t t a spiritu cing rol } 

embra in its 0 state, some things temporal, yet thes ‘ 
ly to be used ther subordinate to the great and u 
andform no pat kingdom, no more than the tem y s 
i ised nr { buildin r, and to be thrown down when the 
Dul 7 prete ms any p rtofthe building. ¢ rist @xpress- 

s iy kingdom ts notof thi world.” 

2d It is a peaceful kingdom Every thing connected with its 
organization tends to eguality. Equality tends to harmony, and har- 
mony is ever productive o! pea And peace secures happiness and 
J) 

3dly. It is a progressive kingdom. Its progression relates chiefly 
to the increase of the number of its subjects, and their tendency to- 


wards perfection. 
dthly. It is an everlasting kingdom. 


denominates it an everlasting kingdom. 


The prophet Daniel plainly 
The whole tenor of the Bi- 


ble presumes upon this eharacteristic of the kingdom of Christ, which 


renders it dissimilar from all the kingdoms of the earth. 


parts are equal tothe whole,”’ 
whole is made up of its parts.”’ 


asa whole, there is something everlasting connected with its subjects- 


isa self-evident axiom. 


But “‘all the 


So, also, ‘the 


Then if the kingdom is everlasting 








But | 
the policy of this spiritaal 
No: it is directed against the power hich have tak 
aad for their recovery and ema n to everlasting liberty 
So that, as the church triumphant draws upon the 


Vl 


rious freedom. 
church militant for additional members, the church militant may draw 


upon the kingdom of Satan by conquest. 
Ist, then, the coming of the kingdom i s the destruction of 

Satan’s kingdom in this respect, the re-taking of the lawful captives. 

Qdly. It implies the increase of the numerical strength of the king- 


dom of our Lord and Saviour 


3dly. It implies increase of the graces and gifts of the Holy Spirt 
This relates par 


in them who ire sulects of the kingdom of Christ. 
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csingdom have been preached 


nations When full mil | glory shall have reached its meridi 
lustre, then may we look for the New Jerusalem to come down tr 
God out of heaven, ‘‘and the ancient of days,’’ seated upon the thr 
of his Father, swaying an universal sceptre. 


5. Shortly after this, shall the siga of the Son of Man appear com 

















LING M. 











ty — 
i cit ower. WOod { mouth of the wise man, hath sald, “when 
the wicked ireth rule, the p e mourn. Phe people shall mourn 
neces that will forever fellow when wicked 
men are put in power ¢ rto make or administer laws for the peo 
e. The theocrac f Israel never prospered under the reign’ of a 
In nt our y wl the D 
’ ; . | I 
tt ' i ult i civiland eccle 
tV « { 118 th le I ¢ J \ I 
. . y and re nm, that ' men 
r I | » | ! r tie ) re ] S 
irts i ‘ j 
‘ 
( r 5 
\ 1tne \ a ) 
t f t \ 
re n. J 5 { 
; :; ' vevone ¢ nd the « 
r 7 t tances must t, the Ex 
MI iy W r » re 
yinat ! > will | nt | 
) mm” ’ i of our! , 1 ! 
p t 1 Ol our ¢ to Vi the tit t t HT] 
Sabbath « tran t nd attending to the United States 1 
H re 18 ii S¢ 1 r j rao ey conveyal ou 
} amd ! 
Lor day het », while Congressmen and Judges, j othe: 
| Meal dianitar tle the private and rrsonal ren F , 
i othicial dignitari settie t r private and personal ¢ ences ame y 
themselves upon the field of honor (falsely so called,) in disgra u 


loody and often murderous duels, behold what a tide of immoral 


nce sweeps over the whole country, passing alike through the bal! 


2 oh 
wv) i 


room and A nalian shop, upon the most trivial, and often only 


e code of honour, must be settled in 


supposed in ult vnoicn, by the fals 
blood. Thus the channels of immorality are kept open from civil and 
legislative officers and offices that ramify througheut the country 
spreading moral disease and death every where, in direct opposition 


to the coming of Christ’s kingdom. 


Qdly. The prevalence of Infidelity in all its varied forms. This di- 
rect hindrance to the coming of the kingdom is one of the legitimate 
offsprings of darkness, since it always assumes the most palpably eb- 
surd positions, and only lives in ignorance of Gud and his Holy Book 
of Revelation. And were it not bolstered by names of antiquity, 
wealth and human honor, which dazzle the fancy of youth unenligh- 
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some sages of each denomination are toilfully writing books to sus- 
tain the peculiar tenets of their own party, others are laboring in the 
holy pulpit to establish them, with as much zeal and warmth as if the 
salvation of their congregation depended upon that eff ort to establish 
something 


>?! 


which, to say the mostof it, is only of inferential authori- 
ty from the Bible, and will not save one soul if the points be gained 
Others, if not compassing sea and land to make proselytes. are insinu- 
ating themselves, with their peculiarities, into every corner where they 
dare approach. While the Devil and capital errorists are invading th: 
i very precincts of the Church, and driving with fearful success through 
he whole breadth of the land. There is also very often a manifest 
want of the spirit of truth in those who do contend for vital truth 
the very moment when they are making their greatest efforts, which es 
er has, and always will, defeat the truth—because they partake mo: 
f the spirit of errorthan that of truth. There is, perhaps, as mu 
depending upon the spiri/ of truth as the words of truth, in order 
establish truth. O! when will the Christian churches learn to cult 


more the generous spirit.of our holy religion, and unite that s 


ne ey nopar nee 
US Policy in enaeavoring t 





=k of entire consecration of the whole heart to G 

mness and diligence in keeping the heart, as well as ind 

ind vagu stat f the h t: and carelessness about 

to the proper source and means for the requisite power of 

he hea which lead to avery eccentric christian life. This 

ty of deportment in the life of the professed christian, 

more and more his own moral condition, and weakens ge c 
fidence in himasa cliristian. And besides this, he is mor able e 


ve led away into the indulgence of things in life, which assimi 


him to the world and destroys the last vestige of confidence which t 
world might have reposed in him previously, and in consequence e 
which confidence they might, at one time, have respected him as a 
cltristian. Whereas, now they nave neither confidence nor respect fo 
him. He has therefore no influence in the world as a christian. Vi 
the salt have lost its savor, it is thenceforth good for nothing but to be 
cast out and to be trodden under foot of men.” 


This may all, at least in part, be owing to the want of early proper 


training as to the practical rules of refigion. The many instances of 
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this kind, and the great number who entirely ‘‘go away and walk no 


more with Christ,’’ constitute a great hindrance to the cause of reli- 


gion What the church needs in this our day, perhaps more than in 


J ‘ 


any former day, is contrast with the world, in point of holiness of heart 


6thly. The last hiadrance to the coming of the kingdom of Christ 


that I shall mention at this time, isthe want of liberality in support- 


ing and extending the institutions of the gosps nd the means of 
y se, and of the conversion of the wor'd. 7 iuse of the Redeem- 
er | right to « m a support t vorid from t 
he present world affords It helon to { nd wi y “= 
portion ¢ Cc e ms no more t ss to ef- 
j mer e tow I 
But he parsim s ! int 
r ( s ter , , ‘ AY 
h t is n { 
y 
, r ? r i 
1 ’ { 
\ not ' be | mu cor 
his har ' rr ! t ’ 
a it oi it 
y | i f of t nt : in the w “the 
‘ om of Christ—in con ence of whichit has n¢ 
and why it still lingers. Butthetime has now come 
t y of the world and of the church, when these impedi- 
ments n nd shall give way. God's policy is, first to offer sinners 
nara they reject it, he is at no loss for means to remove them 
eut of t way ef others who might acceptit. These hindrances are 


all in the hands of men—men can control them; but if they will not 


God can and will control both these and those. 

We next proceed to speak of some things to be used as helps for 
the promotion « f the cnuse or kingdom of Christ. These we will re- 
gard capable of classification in the manner fellowing, viz: 


lst. Such as God himself has directly appointed ana placed under 


5k. 


the contro! of the church militant, and to be used by her for thie defi- 


nite end 
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2dly, Those which men are authorized, from the Bible, to appoint 
and use for this end, but which God did not directly ordain. This 
last class may be varied according to circumstances of time, country 
&e. 

Those originating in the Divine legislation of God for and on behalf 
of his church, may again be sub-divided according to their respective 
ends direct. 


Ist, such as ate fur the immediate edification of the members of the 


church—their spiritual nourishment and growth in grace; and 2d 
those which appear directly calculated to bear upon the kingdom ot 
darkness. But these are closely allied. For the church, in all he: 


members, in the present life is to conte nd against the powers of dark- 
ness; and if her members are to be strengthened in themselves, it is 
that they may do battle still for God more extensively, as well as t 
enjoy increase of crace and blessedness in their own souls. So tha 
tne ¢ uly of christians, in the salvation of others, is Inseparably COh- 
nected with their own interests. 


But of the first class of helps we enumerate 


ist, The regular organization of the church by Jesus Christ the 





king himself. The church thus organized he hath constituted the 
. oht of the world, salt of the earth, and great depository of trut und 


representative of himself in the world. 


2dly, The dispensation of the truth of God, both written and preach- 
The ministry no man taketh to himself, but he that is called « 
God as was Aaron. When God, by his Holy Spirit, separates a m 


unto the gospel ministry, he saith unto him, All power is given unt 


mie Go ye, therefore, into all the world and preach my gospel ui 
every creature. Men called of God should study to qualify them- 
selves, in every possi way, for this great work, that the may be 
workmen that need not be ashamed and they should prive them- 
ives Wholly to it. by the precious word of God, saints are sanctifie: 
bad and sinners converted and built up in their most holy faith 
3diy, The administration eof the ordinances of the cospe whic] 
Christ has appointed to be kept up as standing monuments of tl 


truth of his holy religion until he come again, 

ithly, The administration of church government. Th's power en 
authority Christ left in the hands of the church, to be exercised in his 
tame for the purity, honor and prosperity of his kingdom. It is tol 
used free ftom secular or civil power, not for destruction, but for edifi- 


cation. Great care and caution should be observed by the church 
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that this power be not abused; one of the greatest evils to the church 
has had its origin in carrying the exercise of ecclesiastical power 
beyond what Christ has authorized; and to guard against such abuses 
it does appear to me that there should be an equal balance of this 
power preserved between the two grand divisions of the church, cler- 


gy and laity. 


dthly, The institution of prayer. This means should attend the use 
of every other he Ip. Th is an appeai to God for help. He hath 
said without me, ye can do nothing. For this help, he will b 


soughtunto. There is, therefore, the greatest reason for honest, ler- 
vent and constant prayer that the kingdom may cume. The chur 


is the veracity of God in his promises to plead in prayer, and the 


broad foundation of the atonement upon which to bottom them. 


6th, The last, but not the least in this class of helps, is the forma- 


tion of the family relation, in which God has appointed that parents 
train from the beginning their children for the kingdom of God.— 
Here isthe only ground of guaranty that the Bible affords the Church 
for her perpetuity in the world until the end of time. The family as- 

ycration, properly sanctified and us reciprocal obligations carried out 


etween parents and children, secures that guaranty to the world and 
» the church, and that too under the broad covenant of the Eterna 
ehovah, bearing his own appointed and acknowledged seal. Parents 


fchildren should retlect seriously and very prayerfully upon the res- 


ponsibilities that fearfully cluster around them in view of this subject. 


Persons should stop and reflect before they rush into these respons)- 
ities. And to carry out all that 1s meant in the precept, ‘bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,’’ is the only way 


that I can see, in the light of the word of God, to perpetuate the 
church upon covenant principles—save our children—acquit ourselves 
before God as parents, ‘‘aud bless and save our happy country 

The second class of helys are those which the Bible and commor 
sense authorize men to appoint and are for the same end. Among 
these, | can now only name, Ist, those which are denominated ‘‘Be- 
nevolent Institutions. 

Among these are, Ist, -‘the Missionary Society,’’ which proposes to 
send a. living ministry to all the destitute portions of the earth, to 
preach Jesus and him crucified. Here I can only now say that the 


church should regard herself, in her organized condition, as God's 


great Missionary Societ), and that shetake steps accordingly and im- 


mediately, and as she receives additional members let her let them 
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reneration for the kingdom. And many other benevolent institutions 


which I have not time now even to enumerate. 

Sthly, Those institutions which may be denominated literary, such 
as Common Schools, that should be supported under good regula- 
tions, and taught by none but good moral teachers, in every parish 
and in every community. 

The world is now too old, and our country at least too much en- 
lightened, for parents to entrust the laying of the foundation of an ed 
ucation, both literary and moral, in their children, to those who are 
incapabie of imparting to them good moral principle, and presenting, 
with precept, a good moral example. This isthe nursery. Let it be 
well kept. 

We might mention also High Schools and Academies, Colleges and 
Universities, all of which, under proper regulations, tend to develope 
the mind, refiue the taste and manners, assist the reason and elevate 
the youth of any country where they are sustained in thescale of mor- 
ab as well as intellectual existence, and qualify them for asefulness 
and happiness. 

6thly, Those which I will call mechanical, which carry out into 
practical utility the fine and useful arts into almost every department 
of life, and assist every laudable pursuit in business among men.— 
These aid the farmer in cultivating the soil to advantage—the manu 
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facturerin conducting his operations successfully—facilitate the com- 


mercial community In transportation from point to point, either by 


water or land—draws the inhabitants of the globe within a smaller 
compass by the facilities of quick transportation; all of which can be 
employed, and are now being made to combine their several advante- 

es in the spread of the gospel and the conversion of the world.— 
Soon, very soon, may we not fondly indulge the hope, that along the 
wires ofthe “EHlectro Magnetic Telegraph” truth shall pass from the 
centre to the circumference of the broad earth with the speed of the 
lightning blezing across the heavens? Then will an astonished and 
admiring world, redeemed, enlightened and saved, adopt the sent- 
iment which first ran along the wondrous wires of Prof. Morse, at 


the instance of a pious lady, “What hath not the Lord wrought? 


To these, ] may add many events which are given in the histories 


of illustrious individuals, communities, nations and dynasties; and 
such as will go on, in the world’s history, under the providence of 
God, in despite of all the prejudices, contentions and oppositions of- 


fered by inen, either in their wisdom or in their wrath. God hath 
said, ‘‘yet once more, and I shake notthe earth only but also heaven;’ 
referring to the wonderful and unexpected changes which should be 
accomplished among both the civil and the ecclesiastical associations 
of men on the earth. All these changes and revolutions shall con- 
spire to prepare the way of the Lord and for the coming of bis king- 
dom. 

Butall these are only helps or facilities, and of themselves, or in the 
hands of men alone, can effect nothing at all. All their efficiency and 
success are dependent upon the divine agency of God. The applica- 
tion of them to the end which we have contemplated is dependent 
upon the agency and fidelity of those into whose hands they are and 
have been committed, yet itis God alone that ‘‘giveth the increase.” 

But is it not most rational to conclude that when the appropriate 
means are judiciously and zealously applied, in dependence upon God 
for.their success, tirat the end will be realized? They will be mighty, 
through God, to the pulling down ofthe strongholds of Satan and in 
building up the glorious kingdom of Jesus. 

Let us, for one moment; contemplate what the kingdom will be 
when it itis come. First, on earth, this long deranged and distract- 
ed world, in consequence of the abounding of sin, all that offend 
shall have been taken out of the way—every high thing that 
exaiteth itselfi—the mighty angel shall have come down from hea- 















































bound Satan, that old 


fragon that so long went about ss vhom he might devour,—the 

spel shall have been pr world and to every crea- 

ture,—the \ so! the pro | have become a great 

river, over \ cn no int é —the stonet t was cut 

of the mountain withou filled the whole earth 

" the ¢ ishall be fill oft tine rv of tne 
as the waters cover t hall this rious « 
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Wi i aol 
unto U I int » | aone evil unto 
resurre ion Ol ¢ mi cadivide them Ss a shep- 
erd divideth the sheep tre t! the King say unt 
ose upon the right hand, Co my Father, enter into 
kingdom and joy prep e shall go away into 


veriasting lie. The kingd vered upto God. ever 


the Father; and Jesus, witha ery age, olevery nation 
ind tongue and kindred and n in his Father's kingdom 
ind God shall be all in all fi Amen. 

Brethren of this Assembly are concerned, let me ask 
you, shall the kingdom com« me, or shall it not come 
shall it come during the pres tion? shall it fully come in 
all our hearts? shall it come in ’ Zion? O yes, ithas come 
already in part! It is now cor titcome! Even so, come 


Lord Jesus! 
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ELITORIAtL. 


Editor’s DMepartirent. 





Who is the Moral Man? 


Where is the individual who would not be considered moral, wheth- 


et he be a professing christian i Jew, or even an infide Without 
1 standard of perfect morality, how are we to know who is the mora! 
Th we « » Latin is, W : 

a law orcustom. Morality is conformity to law, and we use it 
in this sense. Mor lity is conformity to tl divine law: conformit 
to the divtne law is conformity to God. Love is therefore tl root 
and life principle of morality, or in other words perfect morality is 
golden thread of goodness from Jehovah’s heart running through tt 
whole warp and filling of human conduct. For God is love, he that 
dwel : ve dwelleth in God and God in him. The great cor 
mand of the law is love: and says an old divine, the eloquent D 
South, ‘Love is not so much an affection of the christian, as it is t 


very soul of the christian; he does not so much feel it, as he is in it 


[he christian is the only moral man; [ do not mean the mere profes 
ser of religiun, but the christian indeed, in whom there ts no guile.— 
The ungodly, infidel and the sinner, can have no purer morality than 
the Pharisees, who make clean the outside of the cup and the platter 
Sut what is within?—extortion and excess. They that live after the 
flesh cannot please God; they are not conformed to his law, but con 

formed to the world, its vices, pollutions and lusts; they have no mors 
shadow of claim to morality than the drunkard has to sobriety, the !ib- 


ertine to chastity, the thief or robber to honesty and innocency. 
True morality is perfect love to God, by which we understand pur 
and undefiled religion, perfect piety and virtue, the highest moral ex 
cellence. It is sometimes called charity; and as much as St. Pau 
insisted on faith, he had no low opinion of it. ‘Now abideth faith 
hope, charity, these three, but the greatest of these is charity.”’ This 
alone deserves the name of morality. It melts the frozen clifts of 
pride, the frosts of worldliness and apathy; it sweetens the bitter 
fountains of self-seeking; it turns the hard hot desert of the heart into 
a spring of living water, a well-watered garden, in which the rose of 
benevolence, the lilly of purity and the violet of fidelity take root and 
grow in the light of faith, and blossom in the borders of hope, water : 
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ed by the dews of meditation and prayer, they continue to strike their 
roots deeper, the sap of love freely circulating in summer and in win- 
ter, with never fading leaf and perpetual bloom their fragrance makes 
glad the heart and sweetens the walks of life. He is the moral man 
in whose heart the graces of the spirt dwell. He casts off the works 
of the flesh, and yields the fruits of the spirit. But he that does not 
bear these precious fruits shows that he is not moral. He that i 

not led by the Spirit of God, but follows after the works of the flesh 
has no better claims to morality than his father the devil, whose s« 


I 


vant he is. As the tree is known by its fruit, so the moral man 


} 


known by his conduct—by his fearing God and keeping his com- 


mandments, for this is the whole duty of man. And he that 


i 


God will keep his commandments. It is his meat and his « 


do his will. In his law doth he meditate dayand night. H 
it and delights in it, and constantly aims to be conformed to it in 
things. His crooked and perverse will is not set above th Supret 
will. Enlightened conscience, not blind passion « his 
li wilderness, till he ; ts his feet on tl ) elu 
ty and lifts his head withthe righteous around the throne of ¢ 





Moral evil is the source of immorality in its multifarious f{ 








he in whose heart sin is not overcome and extirpated by th spe 
is not a moral man. Good outward conduct flows from good intrin 
” princi} le Make the tree ge od,’’s iys the Great Teache: 
its fruit will also be good. Genuine moralit Sa lruit oil tl tr 
christianity; and he whose heart is not cured of its malady by t 
aves of this tre 1 mac to partak ‘ it ) innot rt 
fruit, only that which is artificial, whichis no more morality than 
painted man on the canvass is the living person represent | 


morality is more than external conduct, it lies rather in an inward 


principle of moral rectitude and spiritual happiness, without which no 


man is realiy moral. Doth a fountain send forth at the same plac 
sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive ber- 
ries? either a vine, figs? So can no fountain both yield salt water and 
fresh? 
lity, he that is moral must be a christian. Forthe good mar 
In reality, he that is moral tl hrist Fort i 
out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth good things; and 


likewise the evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth 
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evil. Itappears, therefore, that a man ts not moral until he experi- 


ences the renewing power of christianity; nothing else dries up the 


fountain of sin in his soul, and causes goodness and holiness to 


spring up in ever progressive moral excellence. Any thing short of 
his is uaworthy of being called morality. A fountain long pent up, 
bursts out in streams like itself; adog returns to his vomit again, and 
owing in the mise; the lion may be put to 

itt may guit one evil 

me evil habits, but 


vences because of 
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The people need and will have Light, 


Thesun shines for the masses of the peopie, nota privileged cla 
n its estimation elevated high over their heads, invested with unques 
tionable authority to withhold light from them: So the Bible give 
light for the whele peopte, not a pompous order of lordly ecclesias 
tics, in their puffed-up superiority and swelling dignity looking dow: 
u 1the com n her iw tt Vv ire it God-cr j ] 

of Holy Apostolic S é n, hold I rkness under 

s ai .. 4 t is 1 1 iew s 

ind T Ss V ip ¢ ) 

ne | t t t He i Ss 

H i t nd ‘ 


of ( | } 
( Ss] l ( ( 
vi 
r u t } 
f ——(>] ' \ ] nt 
ernment R 
But can this " its of Can r 
ivate judg nt,—chain thought of the mind,— Bi 
bie, and muzzlea free press? Not while the sun shines and the rivers 


run, the clouds shower and the grass grows. The Pope > Jesuits 
and ecclesiastics of his church, in their dread to give light to the peo- 
ple, are like the man who builds a house without windows, for fear of 
lightning; ana are like unto another who intelligently insisted on pull- 
ing out the eyes of all men in order to make their stature the same, that 
all trees might be alike, and all mountains the same length, breadth 
and height. That perfect and true religion of the Bible is maintained 
in its perfection and truth by taking leave of reason and repudiating 


the Bible. 
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tion of the pnpils, and a sermon adapted to their capacities.” 





5 ADVICE TO A YOUNG MINISTER. 


Good Advice to a Young Minister. 

AN EXTRACT from a private letter, written by an aged minister, to 
a young man entering upon the duties of the sacred office: 

. ° ‘Your position is an important one, and will impose— 
especially on the shoulders of a boy—most solemn responsibilities. — 
But “‘it is good to bear the yoke in youth.”” Buy and borrow all the 
books you can, and use them as you do your dictionary, as mere 
sources of reference. But few books are worth reading through.— 
Read with pen in hand and lay by in the store-house, from which 
you must draw every week, suitable materials for sermons. In actual 
preparation for the pulpit, avoid as much as possible the drudgery of 
commiting; but make yourself as familiar as time will permit, with 
both thoughts and words of the manuscript containing notes previ- 
ously arranged. If thisis done, there will be no difficulty in construct- 
ing sentences in extempore delivery. When you are in the pulpit the 
less you are encumbered with notes the better. I have kept none 


I 
before me for the last twenty years. Make all your sermons as per- 


fect On paper as time will allow; so that at any future time, in case ol 
emergency, a brief review will enable youtouse them. It is always 
better, howeve when you can, to prepare a sermon in view of the 

F } Y f reg 10m it 1s to be « ered: fora 

sh discourse will nerally take a deeper hold on yourown feelings 
and of course on the feelings of ur adience. Never let your ser- 
mons ¢ in hour in length. If your hearers do not profit by what 
they hear in that time, they will not be likely to do it afterwar 

A weekly prayer meeting, an onthly concert. and an effieient Sab- 
yath Scho will be indispensable to the prosperity of your congrega- 
tion. To d the latter, ask the church for a few dollars to procure ler 
the children a Juvenile periodical. Have the numbers sent to your 


address, and distribute them in person to the children on Sabbath 
morning. When read, require the papers to be returned to school 
and send them vut again to irreligious families, for the purpose cf 
drawing their children also into the school. Much will depend on 


the Superintendent of your school. 


In selecting that officer the in- 
quiry should not be who will .ake the station as a burden, but who 


is best qualified for its duties, and wil! most faithfully discharge them? 


[ would also add that it would be well to have a quarterly examina- 
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THEOLOGICAL MEDIUM 


A MONTHLY JOURNAL, 
EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY MILTON BIRD. 


TERMS :—Tue Mepivum will be published monthly. Each num- 


ntain 24 pages, in octavo form, with a handsome cover, exe- 


per to CoO 


ited in a workmanlike manner, on good paper with new type 
PRICE to subscribers, ONE DOLLAR, tn advance, for one year of 
twelve numbers, forming a volume of 288 pages. 


An index and title page will accompany the twelfth number. 


1s patronage may justify it, the number of pages will be 
36, making annually a book of 432 pages. This would 


imount of reading matter for $1. 
linisters and Elders of the 


Cumberland Presbyterian Church are 
to act as agents for this pe niodical. 


in their charges, and itinerant preachers in their circ 
their power to give us efficient aid and 


some 


render a valua 
are doing this, and we trust others, and 


ENTS who Wish to send 
the Medium, may 


ay 


7, or the names of new subscri- 
at our risk and expense. 


ECEIPTS. 

The following persons have each remitted $1 for the Medium: 

TenNessee.—Joseph Taylor, John Ramer, James Lain, Rev'd A 
Alexander, Col. R. D. Wilson $2 

AraBbaMA.—John A. Brown, M. P. Hayes, i Be Terry. 

[LLino's.—Robert White 

PeNNSYLVANIA.—Rev. J. T. A. Henderson, Samuel Roberts 

KentTucKy.—Rev'd Samuel Wortham, John N. Hill, Rev'd Jol 
Hodge R \ B B. Phares. 


Missourt.—Rev. Jacob Gillespie, Nicholas Gooding, Rev. James 
Dysart. 


' 
iti 


{iG Rro. Russell is informed that we have sent both Vols. to A 
G. Register; the credits have been given. 


In 9th No. it should have been William Murchinson, not Mus- 


FAMILIAR DISCOURSES 


’ iristian baptism, Baptism of the Holy Ghost, Christian eommu 


aton and the kingdom of Christ not of this world, by Rev. R. Bur 
‘oe 


() 


st from the press of Monserat & Co. Louisville, Ky. 
hiudsome edition of the above work It is a valuable 


those who seek the truth in the love of it. 


anew and 
assistant for 
The main positions are 
defended with a vigor and clearness of argument that reflect great cred 
itupon the author. The Book is characterized by an air of practical! 
good sense, a spirit of candor and good feeling towards immersion 
ists, close communionists and apostolic successionists, which give i 
additional value, and will undoubtedly enhance its usefulness 





